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his disapproval of her appearance unveiled by
adopting a rude rough manner, such as the lower
class of European would exhibit in his behaviour
towards one of his own women who had put on
masculine dress. It is the mark of respectability
to be gosha, and it is the ambition of every
Muhammadan woman to attain to it* The wife
of the head gardener at Government House,
Ootacamund, a man who was neither rich nor in a
high position, admitted that she had never seen the
garden where her husband had worked for many
years, although she had lived close to it all her
life, so great was her fear of breaking her gosha
and thus "losing caste" in the eyes of her
neighbours.
The Muhammadans marry young, but not as
young as the Hindus. The man is usually
eighteen before he is given a wife; the girl is about
fourteen* The bride and bridegroom are not con-
sulted in the choice which is made for them by
their parents. As a rule, they do not see each
other till the day when they begin their honey-
moon* Up to that time they have to take each
other on faith. They listen on both sides to
glowing descriptions overdrawn and exaggerated,
and are assured again and again that Allah has